
Good morning Nina! … with regard to our project on projecting the demand for special education services in 

the state of Rhode Island … it got me thinking about the expense of these services for the cities and the need to 

forecast the demand accurately so that there is adequate training of personnel, support services available, 

possibly a lower cost alternative for less effected children, and when it is forecasted appropriately - that the 

services can be delivered in the most efficient manner possible.  …  My partners and I have done some 

preliminary searches on the internet and have found census information from the 2000 census and the Rhode 

Island Dept of Education (RIDE) website has an In$ite tab that gives some good information on education 

spending.  Yet, when it comes to brain injury data by city, daycare enrollments, birth rates by city, Ritalin sales, 

and early intervention spending, we are coming up short.  Any assistance that you could provide would be 

great!  ~ KT ( Nov 2002) 

 

Hi Nina!  Thank you very much for the email with regards to the kids count website - it had great information 

for our cross sectional econometric model.  I am attaching our model for your review if you wouldn't mind. ~ 

KT (Nov 2002) 

 

Good Morning Nina!  Thank you very much for the substance abuse file. …. With the substance abuse data, we 

consolidated it accross Elementary, Middle, and High schools since we didn't break out our data in this 

manner.  Each one was statistically significant at the 95% confidence interval, but when taken together, they 

became insignificant.  I tried making a ratio of the data such as tobacco/alcohol/and drug use in children as a 

percent of the population under 18, but since it appears that there is cross usage accross the three substances, 

this isn't working.  Also, Vo-tech is a large number, but I am unsure of how to allocate these students to districts 

to utilize the data.  Any thoughts?  I am attaching a copy of our model.  Thank you for your help!  ~ KT (Nov 

2002) 

 

Nina - thanks again for all of your assistance!  We reformulated the substance abuse data and found all of it to 

be insignificant - I appreciate you pointing us in the correct direction.  We would be flattered if you would like 

to read our paper and critique our model.  I'll email them to you after our presentation tomorrow ~ KT (Dec 

2002) 

 

Nina - thank you for all your help in finding the proper data and pointing us in the right direction! ~ AS, KT, & 

CZ (Dec, 2002) 

 

Hi Nina.  Regarding the MBA Neural Network Homework # 1 in Gordon’s Global Currency Course, I’m at a 

point where I’m not sure how to proceed.  Attached is my ORS file.  As you can see, I get decent results in terms 

of R squared, but the out of sample forecast for 14 periods is simply no change for most of the last few models I 

ran.  And I’m not sure how to interpret some of the other figures.  I’ve tried a few things but nothing seems to 

help.  Any suggestions.  Your help would be greatly appreciated ~ MM (Summer, 2003) 

 


